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Wild Things

Leopards are among the big 
cats—apart from tigers and 
panthers—that are found in 
the Nagarhole National Park
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Kutchi people are highly creative, as is evident in the artist village of Hodka and the colourful attire of the women in the region

I
The watering holes in 
the national park are 
great spots for beautiful 
sightings such as this one
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Nagarhole National Park is 
rich in wildlife and even as 
you keep an eye out for the 

tiger, you'll spot monkeys, 
wild dogs and crocodiles

ALAMY
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The Kabini river 
originates from the 
Wayanad district 
of Kerala

• Get a good grip on your camera
Make sure you know your machine, 
your lens and how to play with the 
holy trinity—F-stop, shutter speed 
and ISO.

• Change your settings often
Make sure to adjust your settings 
when the light changes and take a 
few test shots. Around dawn and 
dusk, look out for the golden glow 
to capture. 

• Have the correct lens 
About 200mm would work fi ne if 
you're trying to capture birds but 
with bears and other animals you are 
not likely to get close to, you would 

need a lens with the focal length 
starting from 300mm or more.

• Wait for action 
Eventually, your animal or bird is 
going to move some body part, or 
interact with another creature. Being 
ready for these opportune moments 
—whether it takes 10 seconds, 10 
minutes or more—is worth it.

• Read up
Will the tiger turn its head? How 
long will the peacock dance for? Will 
the egret go inside the crocodile’s 
mouth? Knowing how your subject 
behaves can help you plan the exact 
moment to capture. 

• Be nimble, be quick 
The jungles can be unpredictable; 
when it comes to wildlife, anything 
can happen at any time. Stay alert 
and keep your camera close.

• Use a sandbag
Sandbags are an immense help in 
stabilising your camera focus and 
saving energy. We all know how 
heavy the lenses can be!

• Make sure your guide knows 
your chosen subject
Whether it’s birds, elephants, tigers 
or all three, make sure your naturalist 
knows what you want to see, so he 
can spot them for you.

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS
GETTING THERE
Air  The nearest airport is at 
Bengaluru, 220 km away.

Rail  Take a train from Bengaluru to 
Mysore; that takes about two-and-a-
half hours and then opt for a car or a 
bus to Nagarhole National Park. 

Road  Drive down from Bengaluru to 
Mysore. Nagarhole National Park is 
two-and-a-half hours from Mysore.

STAY
Stay at the Kabini River Lodge as all 
safaris inside the Nagarhole National 
Park are conducted by the River 
Lodge and start from here, no matter 

where you stay. Other stay options in 
the vicinity include Kings Sanctuary 
Resort, Orange County, Red Earth and 
Jungle Inn, to name a few.

DO
• In addition to jungle safaris, as the 
lodge is on the banks of the Kabini 
river, boat safaris, pleasure boat rides 
and coracle rides are available. 

• The lodge premises are rich in 
fl ora and fauna. Campus trails can be 
followed while looking for insects or 
certain birds.

• An Ayurvedic massage centre 
located within the lodge area is 

the perfect way to refresh oneself 
between safaris.

• Catch a wildlife fi lm at the Kabini 
River Lodge.

• Take long walks, lounge with a book 
or some music, and take in the sights 
of the forests.

EAT 
There aren't any stand-alone 
restaurants in Nagarhole National 
Park, but you can enjoy all three meals 
of the day at your lodge or resort. The 
meals are usually served as part of 
a buffet with ample vegetarian and 
non-vegetarian options.
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